Another round: Shanghai reopens 110ft bar fabled for colonial decadence - Telegraph
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Another round: Shanghai reopens 110ft
bar fabled for colonial decadence

The ostentatious Long Bar in Shanghai, once the epicentre of business and social life
in the city, is reopening nearly seven decades after the last drink was served.

By Josephine McDermott in Shanghai share | 3 B
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Bar

After a six-month restoration, the bar is part of the new Waldorf Astoria hotel, which opens to
guests on Saturday Photo: www.magicbuscreative.com

Shanghai
Home Bar Designs
British colonials sat along the 110ft-long bar in order of rank during the era of

.. . Basement Bar Plans
British rule — women and Chinese were barred.

"There were probably few places in the world where per capita consumption
of alcoholic drinks was greater," wrote Carl Crow, a journalist who arrived in
Shanghai in 1911, the year the Long Bar opened inside the Shanghai Club at
No. 2 on the Bund, the city's imposing waterfront.

Raise the red flag

Noel Coward once remarked that the bar was so
long, "one could see the curvature of the earth in
it".
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Once inside, there was a strict pecking order, with
the richest taipans, or bosses, standing at the end
of the bar nearest the window and the Huangpu
River, and the lower ranks and new arrivals
standing at the darker end near the back of the
room. The custom was only breached when soldiers
returning from the First World War ordered drinks at

Africa South America

INTERNATIONAL JOBS

Packaging, Logistics, Materials ...
Cleveland, Ohio, On Application

Senior Windows System Engineer
Atlanta, Georgia, On Application

Communications Coordinator-Sales & ...
Cleveland, Ohio, $40000

Career advice

I e.g. Project Manager

Upload your CV

= Get job alerts =] Advertise a job

CHINA EDITOR'S CHOICE #

China leads the way economically
- but WI|| it ever lead the world?

; ; Tianjin is a city buzzing
with confidence and
construction. It's a
® contrast to Western
austerity, writes Jeremy
Warner.

Chinese billionaires shy away from Gates
dinner

Western profits wilt on China's surging
wages
CHINA LINKS

ChinaToday.com
Danwei

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/china/8036306/Another-round-Shanghai-reopens-110ft-bar-fabled-for-colonial-decadence.html[10/5/2010 4:26:13 PM]


http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/china/rss
https://auth.telegraph.co.uk/sam-ui/login.htm?redirectTo=http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/china/8036306/Another-round-Shanghai-reopens-110ft-bar-fabled-for-colonial-decadence.html
https://auth.telegraph.co.uk/sam-ui/registration.htm?redirectTo=http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/china/8036306/Another-round-Shanghai-reopens-110ft-bar-fabled-for-colonial-decadence.html
http://jobs.telegraph.co.uk/
http://dating.telegraph.co.uk/s/a/4167?utm_source=tmg&utm_medium=nav&utm_campaign=dating
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/offers/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/lifestyle/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/comment/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/technology/
http://fashion.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/motoring/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/politics/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/celebritynews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/howaboutthat/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/science/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/health/healthnews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newsvideo/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/usa/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/usa/barackobama/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/china/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/central-asia/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/australiaandthepacific/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/africaandindianocean/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/southamerica/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/china/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/china/6468221/Shanghai-comes-to-terms-with-British-colonial-century-of-humiliation.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/china/6468221/Shanghai-comes-to-terms-with-British-colonial-century-of-humiliation.html
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
mailto:?subject=Another%20round%3A%20Shanghai%20reopens%20110ft%20bar%20fabled%20for%20colonial%20decadence&body=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fworldnews%2Fasia%2Fchina%2F8036306%2FAnother-round-Shanghai-reopens-110ft-bar-fabled-for-colonial-decadence.html
javascript:print()
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/china/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/china/rss
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/rss
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/rss
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/rss
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/expat/expatnews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/expat/expatnews/rss
http://ads.telegraph.co.uk/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=45914&AdID=57717&TargetID=16344&ASeg=4807,4812,4860,4868,4879&AMod=1&AOpt=0&Segments=475,532,964,1026,1426,1428,1779,1953,1997,2242,2359,2391,2541,2932,3314,3493,3655,3661,3945,4190,5039,5320,5387,5503,5516,5897,5898,5900,6057,6301,6303,6424,6586,6684,6735,6801,6813,6820&Targets=18424,18425,16344&Values=25,31,43,51,60,72,82,100,110,150,161,1275,1453,1462,1503,1899,2205,2261,2357,2423,2503,2512,2543,2621,2634,2664,2666,2667,2683,3039,3107,3116,3117,3123,3126,3130,3196,3331,3389,3390,3564,3569,3758,3877,4111,5580,5603,5616,5967,6039,6068,6077,6184,6369,6475,6533,6552,6570,6595,6623,6655,6706,6728,6768,6776,6777,6815,6866,6889,6894,6938,6959,7062,7066,7256,7257,7283&RawValues=&Redirect=http://www.telegraph.co.uk/telegraph/template/utils/google/results.html?google_kw=China&google_rt=ChBMquAvAA6k8gpvSgc8lUpAEgVDaGluYRoI0m2Jf2ddJxUoAVITCNjvxdqlu6QCFRLJbwod5klg3g&google_page_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fworldnews%2Fasia%2Fchina%2F8036306%2FAnother-round-Shanghai-reopens-110ft-bar-fabled-for-colonial-decadence.html
http://ads.telegraph.co.uk/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=45914&AdID=57717&TargetID=16344&ASeg=4807,4812,4860,4868,4879&AMod=1&AOpt=0&Segments=475,532,964,1026,1426,1428,1779,1953,1997,2242,2359,2391,2541,2932,3314,3493,3655,3661,3945,4190,5039,5320,5387,5503,5516,5897,5898,5900,6057,6301,6303,6424,6586,6684,6735,6801,6813,6820&Targets=18424,18425,16344&Values=25,31,43,51,60,72,82,100,110,150,161,1275,1453,1462,1503,1899,2205,2261,2357,2423,2503,2512,2543,2621,2634,2664,2666,2667,2683,3039,3107,3116,3117,3123,3126,3130,3196,3331,3389,3390,3564,3569,3758,3877,4111,5580,5603,5616,5967,6039,6068,6077,6184,6369,6475,6533,6552,6570,6595,6623,6655,6706,6728,6768,6776,6777,6815,6866,6889,6894,6938,6959,7062,7066,7256,7257,7283&RawValues=&Redirect=http://www.telegraph.co.uk/telegraph/template/utils/google/results.html?google_kw=Bar&google_rt=ChBMquAvAA6lEApvSgc8lUpAEgNCYXIaCIJDWCrJcNabKAFSEwjY78XapbukAhUSyW8KHeZJYN4&google_page_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fworldnews%2Fasia%2Fchina%2F8036306%2FAnother-round-Shanghai-reopens-110ft-bar-fabled-for-colonial-decadence.html
http://ads.telegraph.co.uk/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=45914&AdID=57717&TargetID=16344&ASeg=4807,4812,4860,4868,4879&AMod=1&AOpt=0&Segments=475,532,964,1026,1426,1428,1779,1953,1997,2242,2359,2391,2541,2932,3314,3493,3655,3661,3945,4190,5039,5320,5387,5503,5516,5897,5898,5900,6057,6301,6303,6424,6586,6684,6735,6801,6813,6820&Targets=18424,18425,16344&Values=25,31,43,51,60,72,82,100,110,150,161,1275,1453,1462,1503,1899,2205,2261,2357,2423,2503,2512,2543,2621,2634,2664,2666,2667,2683,3039,3107,3116,3117,3123,3126,3130,3196,3331,3389,3390,3564,3569,3758,3877,4111,5580,5603,5616,5967,6039,6068,6077,6184,6369,6475,6533,6552,6570,6595,6623,6655,6706,6728,6768,6776,6777,6815,6866,6889,6894,6938,6959,7062,7066,7256,7257,7283&RawValues=&Redirect=http://www.telegraph.co.uk/telegraph/template/utils/google/results.html?google_kw=Shanghai&google_rt=ChBMquAvAA6lFApvSgc8lUpAEghTaGFuZ2hhaRoIOkAObE8VnI4oAVITCNjvxdqlu6QCFRLJbwod5klg3g&google_page_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fworldnews%2Fasia%2Fchina%2F8036306%2FAnother-round-Shanghai-reopens-110ft-bar-fabled-for-colonial-decadence.html
http://ads.telegraph.co.uk/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=45914&AdID=57717&TargetID=16344&ASeg=4807,4812,4860,4868,4879&AMod=1&AOpt=0&Segments=475,532,964,1026,1426,1428,1779,1953,1997,2242,2359,2391,2541,2932,3314,3493,3655,3661,3945,4190,5039,5320,5387,5503,5516,5897,5898,5900,6057,6301,6303,6424,6586,6684,6735,6801,6813,6820&Targets=18424,18425,16344&Values=25,31,43,51,60,72,82,100,110,150,161,1275,1453,1462,1503,1899,2205,2261,2357,2423,2503,2512,2543,2621,2634,2664,2666,2667,2683,3039,3107,3116,3117,3123,3126,3130,3196,3331,3389,3390,3564,3569,3758,3877,4111,5580,5603,5616,5967,6039,6068,6077,6184,6369,6475,6533,6552,6570,6595,6623,6655,6706,6728,6768,6776,6777,6815,6866,6889,6894,6938,6959,7062,7066,7256,7257,7283&RawValues=&Redirect=http://www.telegraph.co.uk/telegraph/template/utils/google/results.html?google_kw=Home+Bar+Designs&google_rt=ChBMquAvAA6lGApvSgc8lUpAEhBIb21lIEJhciBEZXNpZ25zGgj1HivhPEdfPigBMAJSEwjY78XapbukAhUSyW8KHeZJYN4&google_page_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fworldnews%2Fasia%2Fchina%2F8036306%2FAnother-round-Shanghai-reopens-110ft-bar-fabled-for-colonial-decadence.html
http://ads.telegraph.co.uk/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=45914&AdID=57717&TargetID=16344&ASeg=4807,4812,4860,4868,4879&AMod=1&AOpt=0&Segments=475,532,964,1026,1426,1428,1779,1953,1997,2242,2359,2391,2541,2932,3314,3493,3655,3661,3945,4190,5039,5320,5387,5503,5516,5897,5898,5900,6057,6301,6303,6424,6586,6684,6735,6801,6813,6820&Targets=18424,18425,16344&Values=25,31,43,51,60,72,82,100,110,150,161,1275,1453,1462,1503,1899,2205,2261,2357,2423,2503,2512,2543,2621,2634,2664,2666,2667,2683,3039,3107,3116,3117,3123,3126,3130,3196,3331,3389,3390,3564,3569,3758,3877,4111,5580,5603,5616,5967,6039,6068,6077,6184,6369,6475,6533,6552,6570,6595,6623,6655,6706,6728,6768,6776,6777,6815,6866,6889,6894,6938,6959,7062,7066,7256,7257,7283&RawValues=&Redirect=http://www.telegraph.co.uk/telegraph/template/utils/google/results.html?google_kw=Basement+Bar+Plans&google_rt=ChBMquAvAA6lHQpvSgc8lUpAEhJCYXNlbWVudCBCYXIgUGxhbnMaCKi-tRVbkS-MKAEwAlITCNjvxdqlu6QCFRLJbwod5klg3g&google_page_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fworldnews%2Fasia%2Fchina%2F8036306%2FAnother-round-Shanghai-reopens-110ft-bar-fabled-for-colonial-decadence.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleries/worldnews/8037082/Raise-the-red-flag-China-National-Day-a-holiday-on-the-61st-anniversary-of-the-founding-of-the-country.html
http://jobs.telegraph.co.uk/job-listing/jobs-in-international/location/78.aspx
http://jobs.telegraph.co.uk/candidate-registration.aspx
http://jobs.telegraph.co.uk/jobs-by-email-item.aspx
http://jobs.telegraph.co.uk/career-tools.aspx
http://jobs.telegraph.co.uk/recruiters-home.aspx
http://jobs.telegraph.co.uk/job/565482/contract/cleveland-ohio/packaging-logistics-materials-professional-job-vacancy.aspx?FromRSSFeed=-144
http://jobs.telegraph.co.uk/job/565438/permanent/atlanta-georgia/senior-windows-system-engineer-job-vacancy.aspx?FromRSSFeed=-144
http://jobs.telegraph.co.uk/job/565441/permanent/cleveland-ohio/communications-coordinator-sales-membership-job-vacancy.aspx?FromRSSFeed=-144

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/comment/jeremy-warner/8007414/China-leads-the-way-economically-but-will-it-ever-lead-the-world.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/comment/jeremy-warner/8007414/China-leads-the-way-economically-but-will-it-ever-lead-the-world.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/china/7984108/Chinese-billionaires-shy-away-from-Bill-Gates-charity-dinner.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/china/7984108/Chinese-billionaires-shy-away-from-Bill-Gates-charity-dinner.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/china-business/7952675/Western-profits-wilt-on-Chinas-surging-wages.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/china-business/7952675/Western-profits-wilt-on-Chinas-surging-wages.html

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/china/6468221/Shanghai-comes-to-terms-with-British-colonial-century-of-humiliation.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/china/6468221/Shanghai-comes-to-terms-with-British-colonial-century-of-humiliation.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/china/6468221/Shanghai-comes-to-terms-with-British-colonial-century-of-humiliation.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/india/5437686/Mumbais-Watsons-Hotel-to-shut-140-years-after-being-shipped-from-England.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/india/5437686/Mumbais-Watsons-Hotel-to-shut-140-years-after-being-shipped-from-England.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/newsbysector/constructionandproperty/7897311/London-Hippodrome-to-become-24-hour-casino-after-Simon-Thomas-30m-refit.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/newsbysector/constructionandproperty/7897311/London-Hippodrome-to-become-24-hour-casino-after-Simon-Thomas-30m-refit.html
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&winname=addthis&pub=telegraphmedia&source=tbx-250&lng=en-us&s=facebook&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fworldnews%2Fasia%2Fchina%2F8036306%2FAnother-round-Shanghai-reopens-110ft-bar-fabled-for-colonial-decadence.html&title=Another%20round%3A%20Shanghai%20reopens%20110ft%20bar%20fabled%20for%20colonial%20decadence&ate=AT-telegraphmedia/-/-/4caae04915fbd3a0/1&CXNID=2000001.5215456080540439074NXC&pre=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com.hk%2Fsearch%3Fhl%3Dzh-CN%26source%3Dhp%26q%3Dlong%2Bbar%2Bjosephine%2Bmcdermott%26rlz%3D1W1SUNC_en%26aq%3Do%26aqi%3D%26aql%3D%26oq%3D%26gs_rfai%3D&tt=0
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&winname=addthis&pub=telegraphmedia&source=tbx-250&lng=en-us&s=reddit&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fworldnews%2Fasia%2Fchina%2F8036306%2FAnother-round-Shanghai-reopens-110ft-bar-fabled-for-colonial-decadence.html&title=Another%20round%3A%20Shanghai%20reopens%20110ft%20bar%20fabled%20for%20colonial%20decadence&ate=AT-telegraphmedia/-/-/4caae04915fbd3a0/2&CXNID=2000001.5215456080540439074NXC&pre=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com.hk%2Fsearch%3Fhl%3Dzh-CN%26source%3Dhp%26q%3Dlong%2Bbar%2Bjosephine%2Bmcdermott%26rlz%3D1W1SUNC_en%26aq%3Do%26aqi%3D%26aql%3D%26oq%3D%26gs_rfai%3D&tt=0
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&winname=addthis&pub=telegraphmedia&source=tbx-250&lng=en-us&s=stumbleupon&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fworldnews%2Fasia%2Fchina%2F8036306%2FAnother-round-Shanghai-reopens-110ft-bar-fabled-for-colonial-decadence.html&title=Another%20round%3A%20Shanghai%20reopens%20110ft%20bar%20fabled%20for%20colonial%20decadence&ate=AT-telegraphmedia/-/-/4caae04915fbd3a0/3&CXNID=2000001.5215456080540439074NXC&pre=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com.hk%2Fsearch%3Fhl%3Dzh-CN%26source%3Dhp%26q%3Dlong%2Bbar%2Bjosephine%2Bmcdermott%26rlz%3D1W1SUNC_en%26aq%3Do%26aqi%3D%26aql%3D%26oq%3D%26gs_rfai%3D&tt=0
http://www.chinatoday.com/
http://www.danwei.org/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/comment/jeremy-warner/8007414/China-leads-the-way-economically-but-will-it-ever-lead-the-world.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/comment/jeremy-warner/8007414/China-leads-the-way-economically-but-will-it-ever-lead-the-world.html

Another round: Shanghai reopens 110ft bar fabled for colonial decadence - Telegraph

casino after Simon

the window-end of the bar, without any objection.
Thomas' ?30m refit

However, the premises were taken over by the
Japanese in December 1941 while the city was
under occupation. Japanese soldiers sawed off the
legs to lower the club's billiards table to allow them
play the game in comfort.

Dubrovnik city guide:
bars, restaurants and
shopping

Chinese anti drink-
driving official caught

o More recently, the building became the site of
over the limit

Kentucky Fried Chicken's first branch in Shanghai in

The Park, Wick, 1990.

Bristol: where to stay . . . .
Now, after a painstaking six-month restoration, the

bar is part of the new Waldorf Astoria hotel, which
opens to guests on Saturday.

"l think it's magnificent. I'm really impressed at how they have brought back
the Long Bar. It's one of the most wonderful things on the Bund," said Peter
Hibbard, the president of the Royal Asiatic Society.

lan Carr, the architect responsible for the restoration, said local Shanghai
officials had insisted on a perfect reproduction of the original bar.

"We got into detail about the legs of the chairs and even the colour scheme.
They really wanted to micromanage it," he said.

Mr Carr said only the floor and ceiling had survived since the 1940s. "There
was no bar and no back bar left," he said. However, Chinese craftsmen rebuilt
the bar, panelling and cabinets in Burmese teak using period photographs
and the original blueprints. The work cost around £320,000, he said.

The bar's famed collection of mounted animal heads, initiated by Arthur de
Carle Sowerby, a big game hunter and director of the Shanghai Museum, has
not been reinstated.

There are also no longer any membership restrictions. Noel Barber, in his
book The Fall of Shanghai, describes how a young man sheltering from
gunfire on the steps of the club when the Communists were invading the city
had to be proposed by his boss and seconded by another before he could be
given "temporary membership" to cross the threshold.

When Thomas Lipton, the tea baron, visited Shanghai he was also not
permitted to enter. "He might be a millionaire but he was still a greengrocer,"
remarked Mr Crow.

l.'ﬁnf“ﬁmﬁﬁn""ﬁuhb =] Email @Jprint

Asia Home School
No Matter Where You Live, You Can Get a World-Class K12 Education.

www.K12.com

Expatriate Savings Advice
£25k-£1m Lump Sum Or £250+ Regular Savings, We Show You The Best Rates

www.OffshorelnvestmentDesigner.com

Managing Asian markets?
Gain Broader Perspective with Asian Int'| Executive Program
www.INSEAD.edu

MORE ON
China [ Get feed updates
News [ Get feed updates

Flying fish

Xinhua China View
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Taste the Difference

Win dinner at The Taste the Difference
Restaurant and find out more about the
. amazing new range.

Ski in Austria - £200 off

Save £200 on a ski trip to picturesque
Austria, 7 days half board. Was £599,
now £399. Book here.

Win a luxury Italian getaway
Four nights for six people in a luxury
villa and dinner at a Michelin star
restaurant. Find out more. .

Lorry crashes into bridge

Beards and moustaches

The European Beard and
Moustache
Championships 2010 in

‘ pictures.

New ocean species
Some of the new ocean species revealed in the
Census of Marine Life.

The red tide
Red sludge from alumina factory reservoir pollutes
village in Hungary.
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